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The War’s Lesson* 





a PASTORAL OF THE Rt. Rev. THomas O’Dwyer, D.D., 
q BisHop oF LIMERICK 
).D. AM sure that there is little need to urge you, at the 
present time, to turn to God in the true spirit of 
$y. penance and expiation, For many of us, the sorrow of 
this war has a personal poignancy. Numbers of our 
Sy fellow-countrymen and of our own fellow-citizens have 
SJ. gone to the front; many of them have fallen, and will 
2 F, never see their homes again; great numbers are wounded, 
and of those who still survive, or who yet will be sent 
forward, it is impossible to form the faintest estimate of 
ak how many will be lost. But we know that all of them are 
enduring intense hardships, and many of them are being 
well daily and hourly shot down. 
* To these poor fellows, of every class, our hearts go out 
h.D. in sympathy, and affection, and I am confident that, dur- 
SJ. ing this holy season of Lent, they will find a large part in 
h.D. our thoughts, and in our prayers, and we will beg of God 
— to guard them, to sustain them in their sufferings, and 
S.J. 7 . . ° 
ih if they fall, to be with them in their last moments. 
And in connection with this, it is impossible to with- 
mi hold a word of admiration, and even of pride, at the 
e splendid devotion of our Catholic priests at the front. 
ms *This pastoral and several of the letters that follow are re- 
h.D. printed from Rome, “a weekly record of everything worth 
knowing about the Eternal City,” Palazzo Taverna, Rome, $3.00 
S.J. a year. 
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They are proving themselves the worthy ministers of Him 
who gave His life for His flock. 

Greater still, in certain ways, is the heroism of the 
French priests. By an iniquitous law of an infidel gov- 
ernment, they are compelled to serve in the ranks, as 
ordinary soldiers, and take part in the horrid butchery of 
their fellow-men. Yet that attempt to brutalize, and 
degrade them, has been turned by their noble spirit to the 
service of their Master, and, on the field of battle, in the 
trenches, in every phase of the war, they are carrying on 
their apostolic works, and amongst their fellow-soldiers 
winning souls to God. 

Hardly less deserving of our sympathy, and the 
suffrages of our prayers, in these days of trial, are the 
friends and relatives of the poor soldiers. For many of 
them, life is one prolonged agony. From one moment to 
another, they do not know when they may receive a 
message which will throw a shadow over the rest of their 
lives, For these, too, we shall pray, that God may com- 
fort and sustain them, and, if it is His holy will, may 
bring their dear friends home to them again. And they, 
too, I am sure, will know as they kneel before Our Divine 
Lord, how to make to Him, in union with His Blessed 
Mother, who stood beside His Cross, the offering of their 
anxieties, and their fears, and will ask Him to give them 
strength, and courage to accept whatever trial it may 
please Him to send them. 

These thoughts suggest to us something of the realities 
of war. The shock of battle, military glory, the exulta- 
tion of victory are all very well to read about. They 
are the mere trappings and pomp that dazzle the 
thoughtless, but the reality is death, the wholesale 
slaughter of man, by his fellow-man, the hacking and the 
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maiming of human bodies, the untold sufferings of the 
wounded, the agonies of those who by tens of thousands 
lie in their blood on the field of battle ; the ruin and desol- 
ation of whole countries ; the destruction of the peaceful 
homes of countless multitudes of non-combatants; all 
these, and a thousand other forms of woe and misery 
make up the reality of war which, in its naked brutality, 
is one of the most revolting evils that afflict the world. 

It is worse than any of the great material calamities 
that from time to time fall upon the human race; earth- 
quakes, pestilence, famine, these are physical evils, that 
follow from the inevitable workings of the laws of nature. 
But war is a moral evil. It is the doing of man himself ; 
it comes from human sin and corruption, and has in it, 
in almost every phase, the taint of its own wickedness. 
And in this, as in every other respect, the present war is 
perhaps one of the worst that were ever waged. It has 
no justification. It ought never to have been. The hor- 
rible crime, which was the immediate occasion of its out- 
break, was merely the spark which fired the magazine, but 
the explosives had been accumulating for years, and were 
ready for the catastrophe. 

When one studies the diplomatic papers in which the 
governments concerned give their different versions of 
the origin of the war, the first impression that is made 
upon our minds is a feeling of its utter wantonness. 
There was nothing, formally, in dispute that any three 
reasonable men could not settle in an hour; but what no 
one could settle was the latent distrust of one another on 
the part of the governments, and the determination on 
all sides, sooner or later, as the opportunity offered, to 
crush their opponents. The storm has burst now, but it 
has been gathering, and has been inevitable since Europe 
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divided itself into two hostile camps watching each other 
for the favorable moment to strike. It is a shocking state 
of things ; it is the denial of Christian principles, it is brute 
force triumphant, or rather brute force intensified and 
guided by all the resources of what is called modern 
civilization. 

All through the last century men were filled with the 
conceit of human progress. Mechanical inventions mul- © 
tiplied the means of amassing wealth; scientific dis- 
coveries, wonderful and far-reaching, opened up visions 
of almost unlimited control over the powers of nature; 
the facilities of travel and intercommunication were so 
great as to make the smallness of this earth a common- 
place of conversation. In such conditions, one might 
almost expect the return of the Golden Age: the better- 
ment of the lot of the poorer classes at home: the spread 
of civilization amongst the multitudinous races of the 
heathen: the uplifting of the entire human family to a 
higher level of education and refinement and comfort, 
and a closer union of brotherhood between them all. 

But instead of such a vision of peace, the very mention 
of which at the present time sounds like a mockery, we 
have the greatest, the most enlightened nations, the 
peoples that have led the way in science, in invention, in 
letters, in every form of human progress, driven by a mad 
hatred and rivalry into this disastrous war, which, what- 
ever be its end, spells death, and agony, and destruction, 
for all of them on a scale that, in its vastness, and its 
horrors, has never been known. And, as if by some 
cosmic irony, the scientific discoveries which filled us with 
so much pride and hope are turned into the deadliest 
instruments of destruction, and the accumulated wealth, 
for which whole generations lived and toiled, is being 
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poured out like water, leaving an inheritance of im- 
potence, and poverty to the nations for many a year. 
Even in this country we shall feel the pinch of it, and 
possibly to.a degree, and in ways, that we do not as yet 
imagine, 

It is all a sad and deplorable prospect for a Christian 
to contemplate. And when we look around in the dark- 
ness for some gleam of hope we cannot conjecture whence 
it is to come. This is not like the wars of olden times, 
when men fought for the possession of some territory, 
or the vindication of a right, or some other definite 
issue. This is, as they phrase it, a fight to a finish, that is, 
until either side is beaten to the ground. But when is 
that to be? There are millions of combatants on either 
side, and some hundreds of millions behind them, fighting 
for their very existence. Blood will flow in torrents, and 
treasure beyond calculation will be lost, and human misery 
such as men have never known will have to be paid as the 
price of such a consummation, if it is ever reached. 

But, in the midst of it all, we are not without hope 
and consolation. There in One greater than kings and 
emperors, who wields a power over them all. To Him 
we turn, and by the merits of His only Son who died for 
us, we beg of Him, in His mercy to breathe the spirit of 
His peace into the hearts of men, and to still, by His 
word, the storm that is raging over the world. 

We must not forget, amidst all the din and confusion 
of the hour, that we have not been thrown off by God, 
but that His Providence rules this world, and if He 
punishes us for our sins, He may spare us in His mercy. 
He tells us Himself, in His Sacred Word, that His care 
extends to the minutest and most trifling things. A spar- 
row does not fall to the ground without our Father in 
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Heaven, and the hairs of our head are numbered. Much 
more does that Providence, which reaches from end to 
end, in power, and disposes all things sweetly, include 
within its reach a worldwide calamity such as this war. 
In this faith we pray to God to bring this war to an end, 
at the same time humbly submitting ourselves to His holy 
will and accepting in the spirit of penance, the punishment 
which He has inflicted, or may still further inflict on us. 

But we must not think that God, in any sense, is the 
author of this war. He permits it, for His own Divine 
purposes, and, bad as the war is in itself, the permission 
of it by God is good and holy. In His government of the 
world, God has given liberty to man, so that His service 
should be free, and capable of merit. God wishes us to 
do right, and helps us by His grace, and disposes circum- 
stances, so as to turn us in the true direction, but in the 
last resort, He leaves us free to choose, and the responsi- 
bility of our choice rests upon ourselves. When, then, 
governments plunge into an unjust war, theirs is the guilt, 
and God’s Providence is concerned to the extent that He 
does not prevent their action. 

But if God permits evil, He knows how, by His omni- 
potence, to draw good from it. St, Augustine puts this 
truth beautifully: ‘Nor would the Omnipotent God, who 
has supreme power over all things, and is infinitely good, 
ever allow any evil in His works, if He were not so 
great and good that He can draw good out of evil.” That 
is a most consoling thought, and in a calamity such as 
this war, which seems so hopeless, it is a relief to one’s 
soul to know that it is under the power of Him who 
permits it, because He can turn it to the purposes of His 
own goodness. In what precise way God will operate, we 
do not know; our vision is limited, but it is well for us to 
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be able to rest in the assurance that He is infinite in His 
power and His goodness, and, that this war, as all 
human affairs, lies in the hands of His Providence. Out 
of it, bad and disastrous as it is, He will bring good, in 
His own way and time. 

It may be that the true purpose of its permission is 
to punish human sin. The world has been drifting away 
from God. In some countries His worship and His 
authority have been formally repudiated by governments. 
Infidels, invested with a temporary power have had the 
temerity to boast that they had extinguished the light of 
heaven in men’s minds, and on that account, were bound 
to improve their condition on earth; in others although 
disbelief has not been carried to such a height of blas- 
phemy, yet the veneer of religion has been growing thin- 
ner, and hardly concealed the materialism which it 
covered, Wealth, and all that it stands for of luxury and 
self-indulgence, became the prime object in life, and 
under all this irreligion and secularism, with its indulg- 
ence of animal passions, there has been working, as a 
root of evil, the disastrous spread of the principles of 
Darwin. Many of us remember the shock with which we 
read the bold, open profession of the grossest materialism 
which was made in this country forty years ago, by one of 
Darwin’s most brilliant followers. It was made at a meet- 
ing of the British Association at Belfast, and, year by 
year, as one reads the proceedings of that body, one can 
not help recognizing, with sorrow, to what extent its 
members still hold that shocking doctrine, 

It is quite true that in recent years there has been a 
considerable reaction; a little more freedom of thought 
is allowed us now, but the disastrous doctrine is still 
dominant, and, I have no doubt, has had a deeper influence 
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than people suspect, on the views and temper of men that 
“have led to this war. If man has descended, or rather 
ascended from the brute beast, and has survived in the 
struggle for existence with his fellows of a lower type, it 
has been the triumph of force, and the process, which 
brought him into existence, must keep him there, and 
regulate his relations with his fellow-man. Charity, 
brotherly love, pity, sympathy, justice, and right, are 
delusions and weaknesses, but the law of our being is 
strife, in which the strongest survive, and the weakest 
go tothe ground. That awful, anti-Christian doctrine has 
found larger acceptance than we think, and has influenced 
opinion throughout the world; and is the explanation, I 
believe, of much of the spirit of international rivalry and 
distrust out of which this abominable war has sprung. 
This war is a struggle for existence, and no mistake, 
but perhaps by the time it is over and people begin to 
count the cost, they may doubt whether it is the true and 
legitimate condition of the human race. When death has 
passed over Europe, and claimed its victims by millions ; 
when the flower of the male population in the prime of 
life has fallen, and sorrow and desolation are in their 
homes ; when the maimed and disabled form a large pro- 
portion of the survivors ; when the resources of the differ- 
ent countries are exhausted, then in the misery, and ruin, 
and desolation, people will see that men have some higher 
purpose in existence, than their mutual destruction by 
brute force, and may learn, by God’s grace, the truth, and 
the working efficacy for the highest purposes of life, of 
the Gospel of Him, who died on a Cross for His brethren, 
and left us as His commandment to love one another. 
The world is getting a terrible object lesson. Dar- 
winism, and materialism are allowed to work out some 
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of their own consequences, before our eyes, and it may 
be that this disastrous war is necessary, so that, in the 
disappointment and disillusion which will probably come 
on all sides before it is over, men may find themselves 
confronted with God, and in a mood to listen to His 
voice. His moral law will survive all violence; the Ten 
Commandments will be valid; love will be seen to be 
better than hate, and our highest human good to be not 
in strife, but in mutual help and cooperation. 

It is quite possible that God, in His mercy, may make 
this war the beginning of a new epoch of religion. Just 
as the tempests which, setting free the lightning and 
other forces of nature, terrify us by their wild fury, are 
followed by a period of calm, God may use this wild 
outburst of human passion, to clear the atmosphere and 
bring us back to the peace of His holy religion. Already 
we can see the profound change that has come over the 
minds of the people of Europe. The greatness of the 
calamity that is upon us, has, as if by its solemnity, 
sobered and chastened men’s thought and words, and 
there is over all of them something akin to the feeling of 
awe and reverence with which we enter into the presence 
of the dead. The heart of the world is moved, and the 
higher instincts of humanity are beginning to assert them- 
selves. 

There is something very hopeful in the spontaneous 
movement by which the peoples of all the belligerent 
nations have turned to God in prayer in this great crisis. 
It is the confession of God, of His power, and of human 
weakness and dependence on Him, and responsibility to 
His law. After all, that is the fundamental truth, which 
underlies religion and, if men grasp it well and feel its 
significance, it may, by His grace, carry them far on their 
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way to Him. Each side prays to Him for success; asks 
Him to bless its arms, in the belief that its cause is just. 
God, we may be sure, will hear their prayers, and shape 
the issue for the greater good, and in ways, that our nar- 
row vision cannot see, will work out His own Divine 
purposes, 

In itself this movement is the renunciation of material- 
ism, and the confession that men are something more 
than animals, and have a higher destiny than anything on 
this earth. By God’s mercy it may carry them far on the 
way of true religion. Already we have read with great 
interest and satisfaction the pronouncement of some dis- 
tinguished English Protestants that a General Council of 
the Church should be summoned by our Holy Father, 
the Pope, to find some means of ending this abominable 
war. With the feeling that underlay that pronouncement 
we Catholics must be fully in sympathy. It comes from 
a genuine desire to save the world from this brutal 
slaughter, and, although we know that, according to 
Catholic principles, the realization of the schemes of these 
good men, in the form in which they suggest it, is impos- 
sible, yet we must be touched by the sincerity of their 
feeling, and recognise the element of truth which inspires 
it. They feel the want of some moral authority in the 
world; of some one, raised above the rivalries of nations 
who could speak on behalf of God and His holy religion, 
and, before men sought the settlement of their differences 
by the shocking arbitrament of war, could appeal to their 
higher nature by the considerations of truth, and justice, 
and charity. It is a true yearning of sincere hearts for 
a living center of religion. Essentially it is a Catholic 
ideal: one Church, one fold, and one shepherd. And we 
cannot help thinking how different Europe might be to- 
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day if nations had not broken away from that unity, and 
the profession of the Christian religion, instead of being 
an element of strife, were a sacred bond, holding us all 
together, in one great brotherhood, under the authority 
of a common father. 

That, too, may come. The yearning for better things 
which these good men in England feel, may be the har- 
binger of some great return to the union of the one fold of 
Christ. At present it looks far off, it may seem to be 
a mere dream, but we know that, once, young men saw 
visions and old men dreamed dreams, but they were not 
too great or too wonderful for the Lord to bring them to 
fulfilment. 

We cannot help observing, also, the place of influence 
and authority which by almost universal consent has been 
conceded in these days to our Holy Father the Pope. 
The world needs him. He has spoken words of peace, 
gently appealing as a father, pleading for his children, 
and, even in the fierce din and turmoil of battle, his voice 
has been heard and respected. For us Catholics this inter- 
position of the Holy See, on behalf of the wounded, and 
the calm and lofty attitude of strict impartiality with 
which it has been exercised, is very grateful and leads us 
to hope that these movements towards a return to the 
true fold may grow, and lead to a great extension of 
God’s Kingdom upon earth. 

Humanly speaking there will be much to favor them in 
the inevitable consequences of this disastrous war. In the 
deep and universal sorrow, in which all Europe will be 
plunged, men may see and feel the chastening hand of 
God’s judgments ; the very necessities of life will cut off 
much of the luxury and almost pagan self-indulgence, 
which had grown to such a height of licentiousness; a 
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simpler and more sober style of living will be congenial 
to religious thought which, by God’s grace, may raise men 
above the gross materialism into which they had fallen. 
In these, and a thousand other ways, of which we have 
no conception, God may gather from this dreadful war 
unexpected fruits of blessedness for men. His wisdom, 
and power, and love are over all our human existence, 
and, in the darkest hour, the thought of His Providence 
should fill us with hope, and courage. 

But we must take the lessons which He sends us, and 
read them in the light of our holy Faith. We must see 
in this devastating war the punishment of sin, and the 
retribution which irreligious principles have brought upon 
the world. Men had turned away from God, and had 
grown insolent in the consciousness of their prosperity. 
Already they are in a different frame of mind, and, before 
the war is over, they will look at life, and its duties in a 
humbler, and wiser spirit. The enormous destruction of 
wealth that is going on daily, will probably compel the 
different nations of Europe, for years to come, to forego 
much of their warlike ardor, and turn from the luxury 
and corruption for which they are now paying so dearly. 
It will be our privilege, to pray to God to strengthen these 
feelings and to further, according to the purposes of His 
Providence, all movements that make for peace, and for 
the extension of His Kingdom upon earth. 

But as we approach the Throne of Mercy, we must be 
careful lest any spirit of pride or pharisaical self-com- 
placency enter into our thoughts. If we have been saved 
from the irreligion, and corresponding decay of morals 
that have worked such havoc in other countries, we owe 
it, not to ourselves, but to the protection of God’s grace. 
And for that very reason when we ask God to turn away 
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the scourges of His anger, we should remember, with 
true humility, that we, too, have sinned, that we, too, by 
our unfaithfulness in many ways have a share in the 
guilt which is now being punished. We have much to 
repent of and correct if we are to approach our Father 
in Heaven with proper disposition..... It should be our 
duty to look into our consciences, and see our offences 
against God; to humble ourselves in His sacred presence, 
and seek His pardon, and thus to commend our prayers 
for peace to His Divine mercy. Assuredly God will hear 
us. His Church, which He has sanctified in His Blood, 
now pleads with Him and we may be confident that her 
petitions will not be sent up in vain. 

Weask for peace. It was the sacred gift of Christ, Our 
Lord, to men: “Peace I leave unto you; my peace I give 
to you, not as the world gives, do I give unto you.” It 
has beeen broken by the sins of men; pride, ambition, lust 
of power, hatred and jealousy have brought, in its stead, 
this terrible war. We beg Our Blessed Lord and Saviour 
to touch the sinful minds of men, and to breathe into them 
the spirit of His peace: peace between the nations, and 
between man and his God. In particular we pray for all 
our fellow-countrymen and _ fellow-citizens who are 
engaged in this war. And we pray with all our hearts, 
for our own country that God in this crisis of the world’s 
history would bless and save her, and unite all her chil- 
dren in the bonds of peace, and charity, for the common 


good. “The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
Amen.” 
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THE POPE’S UNIVERSAL CHARITY 


His Letter to Cardinal Vannutelli, Dean of the Sacred 


College 
Lorp CARDINAL, 


T was Our purpose in the early days of next June 
to convoke the Sacred Consistory in order to pro- 
vide for the many churches at present without a Pastor 
and to avail Ourselves of an opportunity so favorable 
to consider with the Sacred College of Cardinals other 
grave and urgent matters affecting the government of 
the Church; unfortunately, however, painful happenings 
which are known to all have hindered Us from doing so. 
Now that Our words can not be directed to the entire 
Sacred College assembled together, We deem it oppor- 
tune, Lord Cardinal, to address them to you, intending 
thereby to address them to the venerable Assembly of 
which you are the worthy Dean. 

In Our first Encyclical, moved by the supreme desire 
to see the awful carnage which dishonors Europe cease, 
We exhorted the Rulers of the belligerent nations, in 
view of all the tears and blood that had already been 
shed, to hasten to restore to their peoples the vital 
benefits of peace. “May those hearken to Us,” We said, 
“who have in their hands the destinies of the peoples. 
Other ways there certainly are, other methods there are, 
whereby the rights infringed can be asserted; to these, 
an armistice having been meanwhile arranged, let them 
have recourse, sincerely animated by a right conscience 
and by good-will. It is charity toward them and 
toward all the nations, and not Our interests which 
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makes Us speak thus. Let them therefore not permit 
that Our voice, which is that of father and friend, be 
addressed to the winds.” But the voice of the friend 
and of the father, We say it with heart crushed with 
grief, was not hearkened to; the war continues to im- 
brue Europe with blood, and on land and on sea even 
means of offence which are contrary to the dictates of 
humanity and to international law are not avoided. 

And as if that were not enough, the terrible con- 
flagration has extended even to Our beloved Italy, mak- 
ing one fear for it also that sequel of tears and dis- 
asters which is wont to accompany every war, even when 
successful. 

Our heart meanwhile bleeds at the sight of so many 
misfortunes. We have not desisted from devoting Our- 
selves to relieve and diminish, as far as lay in Our 
power, the deplorable consequences of the war. We give 
praise to God, who has been pleased to crown with 
happy success the efforts which We made to obtain from 
the belligerent nations the exchange of prisoners of war 
unfit for further military service. Furthermore, recently 
We have also exerted Ourselves, and with hope of suc- 
cess, in favor of wounded and sick prisoners of war, not 
wholly unfit for military service, with a view to render 
their condition less grave and to facilitate their recovery. 

But the needs of the soul, which so transcend those 
of the body, have above all engaged Our paternal atten- 
tion. To this end, We have furnished the military chap- 
lains with the most ample faculties, authorizing them to 
avail themselves for the celebration of Mass and for 
assisting the dying, of privileges which can only be 
granted in the most exceptional circumstances. Of those 
faculties and of these privileges We intend that not only 
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priests who are now called upon to act as chaplains in 
the Italian army should avail themselves, but also all 
priests who may in any capacity find themselves in the 
ranks of that army. And We conjure all through the 
charity of Jesus Christ to show themselves worthy of a 
mission so holy, and to spare no pains or labor so that 
the unspeakable comforts of religion may not be in any- 
wise lacking to the soldiers in the arduous struggle. 

The hour through which we are passing is painful, it 
is a terrible moment: but sursum corda. More fre- 
quently and more fervently let us send up our prayers 
to Him in whose hands are the destinies of the nations. 
Let us all address ourselves with confidence to the sor- 
rowful and immaculate Heart of Mary, the most sweet 
Mother of Jesus and our Mother, that she may by her 
powerful intercession obtain from her Divine Son that 
the scourge of war may soon cease and that peace and 
tranquility may return. And as, according to the ad- 
monition of the Holy Scriptures, to draw down upon 
the earth the Divine mercies the ardor of prayer ought 
not to be separated from generosity of sacrifice and of 
penance, We exhort all the children of the Catholic 
Church to practise with Us for three consecutive or 
separate days, according to each one’s choice, a strict 
ecclesiastical fast; and We grant that this pious prac- 
tice of Christian mortification may avail to gain, on the 
usual conditions, a plenary indulgence, applicable also 
to the souls in purgatory. 

May the echo of this Our voice reach all Our chil- 
dren who are afflicted by the ruthless scourge of war 
and convince them all of Our participation in their woes, 
for there is no sorrow of the child which does not find 
an answering chord in the heart of the Father. 
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Meanwhile to you, Lord Cardinal, and to all the mem- 
bers of the Sacred College, We impart with effusion of 
paternal benevolence the Apostolic Benediction. 

From the Vatican, May 25, 1915. 

BeNEpict XV, Pope. 


To CarDINAL vON HARTMANN 


E have received from you the good news that his 

Majesty the Emperor of Germany, acceding to 

your petition, has decided that the priests of God belong- 

ing to the French armies, who are prisoners in Germany, 
shall receive the same treatment as officers. 

Assuredly in this time of great bitterness, when all 


Europe devastated by fire and sword, is red with the 
blood of Christians and when Our soul is afflicted with 
inexpressible sadness, your words have been a great 
comfort to Us. We have understood from that news how 
deep is your love toward all those who are bound to you 
by the sacerdotal ties. 

We are convinced that your charity will be extended 
not only to the French priests, but as far as possible to 
the other prisoners, without distinction of religion or 
country, who are detained in your country. Let your 
charity be exercised especially towards all the sick and 
the wounded, so that their sufferings may be alleviated 
and that provision can be made for their spiritual welfare. 
If this work of charity is obligatory on all men, it belongs 
in a special way to the province of the ministers of God 
and all others who are devoted to religion, We are con- 
fident, therefore, that your example will be imitated by 





356 THE POPE’S UNIVERSAL CHARITY 





all who glory in Christianity, and in particular by the 
Catholic bishops and priests, and that this will be the 
case not only in Germany, but wherever prisoners arrive, 
especially if they are sick or wounded. 

BeNeEpDIcT XV, Pope. 


His Letter TO CARDINAL AMETTE, ARCHBISHOP OF 
Paris 


OU know what a painful effect the heart of the 
Holy Father has experienced from the disasters 
caused by the terrible war which is spreading its ruins 
all over Europe, nor are you unaware that His Holiness 
has made every effort in his power to mitigate its disas- 
trous consequences without considering any distinctions 
of party, nationality or religion. Still it is natural that 
the solicitude of the Father of all the Faithful be exer- 
cised especially for those of his children who show most 
warmly their respect and affection for him. 

Among these particular mention is due to the chil- 
dren of France, the children of that nation which with 
just reason came to be called the “Eldest Daughter 
of the Church” which has ever given splendid proofs of 
its generosity toward Catholic works, and especially 
toward the Missions, and which at this moment, and 
for months past, and from one end to the other of its 
territory, in the army, as well as in the ambulances, in 
the hospital and even in the smallest villages, presents 
splendid demonstrations of faith and piety that greatly 
console the Holy Father. 

Hence His Holiness, amid all the great evils of the 
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hour, has with good reason felt himself drawn with 
particular sympathy toward certain portions of the 
French people which have been tried more severely than 
the others by the scourge of war—so much so that, 
notwithstanding the charitable efforts of the nation and 
the world, they are in great need of material and moral 
assistance. Most deeply touched by their sufferings the 
Supreme Pontiff, while never ceasing to offer up to the 
Most High his prayers and supplications to obtain the 
termination of this era of bloodshed, fervently entreats 
the Divine Bounty to grant help and comfort in their 
sorrows to the most sorely afflicted portions of the 
French people. 

To these hopes and prayers the Holy Father desires 
to add a tangible proof of the affectionate interest he 
takes in the unfortunate people. His Holiness has, 
therefore, charged me to send Your Eminence by this 
letter, that it may be used for their relief, the sum of 
forty thousand francs: an offering small indeed when 
compared with the extent of the disasters, but one which 
will at least manifestly show the Fatherly affection 
which the Vicar of Christ, in his august poverty, ren- 
dered more acute by the difficulties of the present times, 
wishes to testify to France, his dearly beloved daughter. 

And as we have learned that on the Sunday and Mon- 
day of next Pentecost there is to be a great collection 
organized by a committee, which has been constituted 
with your concurrence, on behalf of the occupied dis- 
tricts, the Holy Father hopes his own act of liberality 
may serve as a prelude to the generosity of all the 
French in favor of an initiative so Christian and so 
patriotic. 

The August Pontiff, happy in the thought that he 
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will thus have as cooperators in charity, prayers, and 
contributions all his beloved children of France united 
under the guidance of their venerated bishops, invokes 
upon them with all his heart a rich reward in heaven, 
and as a pledge of Divine favors grants the Apostolic 
Blessing to Your Eminence, to the episcopate, clergy, 
and all the people of France. 
P. Carp. GASPARRI. 


Tue Hoty FATHER AND BELGIUM 


Tue Vatican, April 6th, 1915. 
OST Eminent Lord: From the beginning of his 
Pontificate, His Holiness Benedict XV, looking 
out over the whole world, fixed his gaze chiefly on 
Europe convulsed by this horrible war, and especially 
on Belgium, where he followed the painful events that 
have taken place there. Deeply moved by the misfor- 
tunes of this noble and generous nation, all the more 
dear to his heart in that it has remained faithful to 
the Church and the Holy See, and desiring to con- 
tribute to the relief of the sufferings of your dearly 
beloved people, the Holy Father was most desirous to 
send the offering of his charity and of his august 
poverty. 

Never ceasing to send up the most ardent prayers 
to heaven to obtain from the God of mercies the end 
of the terrible scourge of war, the Holy Father con- 
jured Him especially to relieve the sorrows of your 
dear people, and wishing to give them a new proof of 
benevolence and love, His Holiness has decided to join 
to his prayers the offering of his fatherly charity, 
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charging me to send you, notwithstanding the present 
painful conditions of the Holy See, the sum of twenty- 
five thousand francs, which I am glad to be able to 
enclose in the present letter. He cherishes the hope 
that the example of the father of the faithful will be 
generously followed by his numerous children, and 
that the offering of their charity, united with their 
prayers, will contribute to mitigate the sufferings of 
their brethren in Belgium. 

The Sovereign Pontiff has been glad to learn that 
numerous Relief Committees for Belgium have been 
founded and have obtained consoling results, and he 
hopes that they will continue to develop a salutary 
activity and that all will willingly respond to their 
urgent appeals. 

As a pledge of heavenly favors and of his most 
special predilection His Holiness, with all the effusion 
of his heart, accords a special blessing to Your Emi- 
nence, to the episcopate, and to the clergy and people 
of Belgium, blessing at the same time all who come 
to their assistance. 

I eagerly avail myself of this opportunity to renew 
to Your Eminence my profound sympathy as well as 
my sincere veneration and my warm affection in the 
Lord. P. Carp. GASPARRI. 


His HoLiness AND POLAND 


Tue Vatican, April 9th, 1915. 


HE misery in which languish all the people of 
Poland, who more than other have had to suffer 
and are suffering the sad consequences of the war, has 
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long since filled with intense sorrow the fatherly 
heart of the August Pontiff, and moved him to show 
by a personal offering and by an Autograph Letter all 
the grief of his soul and all his fatherly predilection. 

But the later information that continues to arrive is 
so painfully grave that the Holy Father can not but 
hasten again to the aid of the unhappy Poles, with the 
most earnest desire to mitigate in some way their im- 
mense sufferings. 

Hence His Holiness, while he never ceases to offer 
up prayers to the Most High that the beneficent beams 
of peace may again shine on the world, at the same 
time turns his most ardent hopes and his fervent prayers 
for the special benefit of the whole Polish people, that 
generous people, who by ancient tradition are so de- 
voted to the Holy See and who are now being so sorely 
tried by the greatest misfortunes. 

Hence, together with his good wishes and prayers 
His Holiness is eager to send a new and tangible proof 
of his interest in all Poland, belonging to the Austrian, 
German and Russian Empires. And in view of the 
urgency of the need, His Holiness, intending to address 
himself to all the Polish episcopate, has charged me 
to send Your Lordship, with whom the Holy See can 
most easily communicate the enclosed sum of twenty- 
five thousand crowns, an amount which is of course 
altogether disproportionate to the grave necessities of 
Poland, but which is a clear proof of the most special 
solicitude which the Vicar of Jesus Christ in his august 
poverty, more accentuated than ever at this terrible 
hour, cherishes for the whole of Poland. 

In communicating to Your Lordship, and through 
you to the other bishops of Poland, the comforting 
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assurance of the special prayers of the Holy Father, 
and in sending you at the same time this offering of 
his charity, which you and the other bishops of all 
Poland will kindly distribute, together with words of 
comfort and hope, where the need is most urgent, I 
am glad to add that His Holiness would see with satis- 
faction all the bishops of Austrian, German and Russian 
Poland address a brotherly invitation to all Catholics 
to have them as cooperators and imitators of the com- 
mon father of the faithful in his prayers and in his 
offerings. 

The woes of Poland can now be alleviated only by 
the universal succour of the people, and the Holy 
Father trusts that all his children, responding to the 
invitation of the Polish episcopate, will vie with one 
another in hearkening to the appeal and in alleviating 
by their united prayers and their united offerings the 
calamities of that noble people. 

And in this hope the August Pontiff, Vicar of that 
merciful God who has been pleased to count as done 
to Himself what is done for those in affliction and 
misery, in invoking upon all beloved Poland an abundance 
of heavenly comforts and of fraternal charitable offer- 
ings, imparts with all the affection of his heart a special 
Apostolic Blessing to all who by their prayers and their 
offerings show themselves as pitiful benefactors. 

With great and sincere esteem I am Your Lordship’s 
servant. 


P. Carp. GASPARRI. 
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HIS CONCERN FOR THE PRISONERS 


Y Lord Count:—I have received from the August 
Pontiff the venerable order to convey to you the 
expression of the feelings of satisfaction and gratitude 
which have been aroused in his heart by the perusal of 
the proposal which you recently submitted to him in 
favor of the prisoners of war. 

While, on the one hand, it has not been granted to the 
Holy Father to realize his supreme aspiration to ex- 
tinguish the hatred which is flaming out in fratricidal 
war, there has, on the other hand, as you are already well 
aware, been opened out before his eyes an immense field 
of desolation in which to fulfil his mission of charity and 
peace on behalf of combatants, wounded, and of prison- 
ers and their respective families. 

You, as a most devoted son of the Church, have had 
your soul fired by the flames of charity which burn in the 
heart of the Holy Father, and you have therefore en- 
deavored to co-operate, by plans for fresh initiative, in 
his work on behalf of the prisoners. 

It is therefore a pleasure for me to inform you that, in 
the proposal submitted by you, his Holiness has been 
pleased to see, in addition to a proof of affection for and 
allegiance to the Pope, a tangible token of great Chris- 
tian charity; the August Pontiff, while reserving for 
further examination the question as to whether and how 
it may be subsequently expedient to translate into action 
the views submitted to you, congratulates you therefore 
heartily, and, in token of his paternal benevolence, gives 
you his Apostolic Blessing, to the end that it may be of 
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ever greater comfort to you, especially in these saddest of 
times, in the carrying out of the holy works inspired by 
our religion. 


P. Carp. GASPARRI. 


“WHY DOESN’T THE POPE INTERFERE?” 
By Joun F. X. Murpny, S.J. 


F criticisms of the Papal attitude towards the present 
war and its warriors we have had an abundance. 
Some who would in normal circumstances scout any mes- 
sage coming from the Vatican as an invasion of their per- 
sonal liberty, and an attempt to revive an extinct and 
discredited régime, have now been clamoring for the 
Pontiff to throw the weight of his august influence into 
the scales on the side of right and justice, which is, of 
course, their side. Others closely scan every real or 
alleged utterance emanating from the Vatican, and 
eagerly appropriate anything that might make for their 
own side, or might appear to compromise the Papal claim 
to the strictest neutrality. Among the latest critics of the 
Pope’s position is that eccentric and attitudinizing Irish- 
man whom we have grown accustomed to hear dogma- 
tizing about whatsoever is or is not known or knowable, 
Mr. George Bernard Shaw. In his latest pronunciamento 
Mr. Shaw says: 


The Pope’s clear duty last August was to excommunicate all 
combatants with bell, book and candle and tell them with a voice 
thundering through Christendom that they would all most cer- 
tainly be damned for the sin of Cain unless they laid down their 





364 “WHY DOESN’T THE POPE INTERFERE?” 





arms and submitted their dispute to the judgment of God through 
His Church. 


This is decidedly refreshing from one who has so often 
written with fine scorn about the Church’s attempts to 
fetter the freedom that is the modern man’s most prized 
prerogative. 

Does Mr. Shaw really mean what he says? Could the 
Holy Father, knowing that schismatic Russian and 
Protestant Teuton and Briton, not to speak of the priest- 
baiting Gaul, would turn deaf ears to his excommunica- 
tion, thus have attempted to bind the hands of Catholics? 
If the Pope should do that, he would expose the faithful, 
in cases where they were subjects, to the charge of dis- 
loyalty and treason, and where they were in authority, 
as in Belgium and Austria, to inactivity in the midst of 
impending disaster. Only in the case where all would or 
could be expected to hear his call would the obligation 
arise for the Pope to cry out. Moreover, the days when 
the Sovereign Pontiff as the common father of Christen- 
dom could summon the world to united action are long 
gone by. But the peculiar fact remains that they who 
to-day lament and even condemn the Papal silence in the 
present crisis of civilization are oftentimes the very men 
who most bitterly inveigh against those great medieval 
Pontiffs who to great purpose did exercise the tremen- 
dous powers of the Roman See. As Mr. Chesterton 
somewhere points out there was once a United States of 
Europe, and once an international and effective court of 
arbitration, a Christian Commonwealth, a Respublica 
Christiana, a Roman Pontiff of world-wide sway, who 
could interfere, and often effectually did interfere, to put 
an end to internecine strife. Yet the Popes ultimately 
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failed, because the forces of selfishness arrayed against 
them under the guise of nationalism were too strong, 
and a hostile posterity has since been taught to call these 
praiseworthy endeavors of the Popes “Papal usurpa- 
tions,” “Papal aggressions,” and “Papal invasions of the 
civil domain.” The very Pontiffs who with greatest 
singleness and integrity of purpose fought the battles of 
humanity, of morality and of civilization, have been 
pilloried in our popular histories and literature as greedy 
and arrogant priests. 

Truly may the Popes reply to their critics: “We have 
piped and you have not danced; we have mourned and 
you have not wept.” Whether the Pope keep silence or 
speak, whether he passively endure or strike out from the 
shoulder, his is the heritage of blame, his it is to meet 
misunderstanding and misrepresentation, his to be mal- 
igned to the end. 
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